Tithing With a Kick in It – Deuteronomy 14:22-29

Introduction – “You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk” began this section (v21b) on the Sabbath mind.  This section is a commentary on the Fourth Commandment, but the details of Sabbath-keeping are not being addressed.  Here, in the same way, the details of the tithe are not all addressed.  The emphasis here is on the joyful meal of fellowship eaten by the whole family in the presence of God while providing for the local Levites and the local hardship cases.  In the previous verse we learned that cantankerous Sabbath-keeping is in fact Sabbath-breaking (Mark 2:23-28).  The Pharisees stumbled in the same way regarding the heart of tithing (Matt 23:23-24).  In our passage, Moses teaches on the life-giving principles surrounding the tithe.

From Your Increase (v22) – Yahweh was bringing them into a land overflowing with milk and honey and promised great increase and blessing from obedience and devotion to Him.  The tithe from the increase was to be brought in as a part of the three annual trips to the Tabernacle (later, the Temple) as a tribute that all had come from God.  Tithing is not a tax to God where you get to keep the rest.  Tithing is recognition that all of your increase came from God’s kind providence (1 Cor 4:7).  God owns all seven days; to remember to live like that all seven, we gather to worship and rest on one out of seven.  God gives to us all our increase; to remember to live like that with all our increase, we give a tribute of a tenth to Him as He directs.

Feasting:  Tithing with a Kick (vv23-26) – The first emphasis Moses makes here is that a portion of the tithe is used to eat with Yahweh in a great feast (v23).  You either brought the tithe of grain and such with you, or you exchanged it for money and then purchased the feast portion at the place of worship.  There, you bought whatever your heart desired (vv24-26).  Eating with Yahweh taught you to remember that you had been totally dependent upon Him for the harvest.  He had given the land, the ability, and the increase.  This feasting reminded you that Yahweh, not you, was the first generous One.  And because the Levite had no land with which to bring tribute, you were to allow him to join with you in the feast.  
Fearing:  Tithing with Another Kick - From that tithing/feasting activity, “you may learn to fear Yahweh your God always” (v23).  Your dependence always is on the LORD.  This cannot be learned in times of leanness if it is not practiced in times of harvest and fullness.  Fear of God is something that must be learned and tithing-with-feasting is one of the tutors.  Elsewhere, we are instructed to “serve Yahweh with fear, and rejoice with trembling” (Psalm 2:11).  In addition, we are told that “the fear of Yahweh is the beginning of knowledge” (Prov 1:7) and so there is a connection between tithing and growing in wisdom as well.  It is not that the activity of tithing “buys off” God, nor is it that you are “buying knowledge” – that’s another form of gnat-straining.  The point is living in the Sabbath-mind:  God has given you everything.

Generous Giving (vv28-29) – We tithe because God is so generous to us, and so our tithing should be full of generosity and gladness (2 Cor 9:7).  The type of community envisaged and anticipated in the Promised Land was one in which the majority of homes would be self-sufficient, living from the work of their hands.  This would be a sign of God’s blessing.  But it was from God, and so surrounding the tithe is the giving to those who have providential hardships and to the Levite.  
Expectant Blessing – “that Yahweh your God may bless you in all the work of your hand which you do.”  When you tithe, you are acknowledging that the only reason you have anything is the blessing of God.  Walking in this obedience, it is good and right to expect more blessing.  We give that we might receive, that we might give, that we might receive, that we might give…  What we see is that an obedient community living before the Lord will be blessed in such a way to solve many financial, social, and political problems.

But What about the New Testament? – Some teach the tithe left in the New Covenant and that instead we ought simply give as led by the Holy Spirit.  While some of the peculiar applications of the tithe have ceased in the New Covenant, the principle of the tithe remains.  Abraham paid the tithe (Gen 14:20) and this is pointed out in Hebrews 7:4-10.  Jesus taught on keeping one’s perspective correct in tithing, not that tithing would cease (Matt 23:23-24).
In the Same Way (1 Cor 9:14) – The New Covenant ministers are to be provided for in the same way.  Paul is clear about this in many passages (Gal 6:6, 1 Cor 9:9-11, 1 Tim 5:17-18).
Proportionate Giving (1 Cor 16:1-2) – Proportionate giving continues as one prospers, and so the tithe is assumed.  It is not to be given under coercion and so the tithe is a protection as well.  And we are still taught to expect blessing in return (Phil 4:17).

Reaping What You Sow (Gal 6:6-10) – As you work through the details of bringing your tithes and offerings before the Lord (gross or net, should I tithe on gifts, how much to the church, to help the poor, the party tithe, additional offerings) the principles to keep in mind are to tithe on the increase to tithe because it is all a gift from God (so act like it – refuse to take life’s blessings for granted), and finally, that the goal is to gratefully give expecting to gratefully receive so that we might continue to gratefully give.
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Notes for Little Saints
Tithing With a Kick in It – Deuteronomy 14:22-29


How much of what you have is really God’s?

Job 41:11 says -  “Everything under heaven is Mine.”

And specifically, with regard to your money,
Haggai 2:8 says  “‘The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine,’ says the LORD of hosts.”

And with regard to anything you have ever received, 
1 Corinthians 4:7 says, “For who makes you differ from another? And what do you have that you did not receive? Now if you did indeed receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”

Do you know what fraction a tithe is of the whole?

So, does God own the tithe or the whole?

Read Deuteronomy 14:26.  When the Israelite brought his tithe, what was he supposed to do with some of it?




Read Malachi 3:8-10.  If we do not give God our tithe, what does He say we are doing?




And if we do give Him our tithe, what does He say we should expect?  (Deuteronomy 14:29)









