This, Not That; You, Not Them – Deuteronomy 14:1-21

Introduction – “You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain” is the third commandment (Deut 5:11).  This is far more profound than simply using God’s name in foul language.  The word “take” means “to bear or carry” and so it has to do with how the “name of God” rests on you.  Does it go well with the rest of your wardrobe and lifestyle?  Does your life distinguish you in accordance with the name you carry?

You Are the Children of the LORD (vv1-2) – The people are called the children of God, and this includes sons and daughters (Deut 32:19), who are invited to call Yahweh “Father” (2 Cor 6:18, Rom 8:15).  This is where we get our name and our names (Eph 3:14-15).  The first thing to note (again) is that these people were chosen (v2) to be children (v1) “to be a people for Himself, a special treasure above all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.”  The privilege of carrying the name of Yahweh is a work of grace and His covenant love over us.  In light of that, the people were to live in a way that distinguished themselves as sons and daughters of this God and not those gods.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Pagan Culture of Death and Despair – We already noted how the culture of false gods always leads to a culture of death (Deut 12:31).  Worship and life under these gods gravitate toward certain manifestations of despair like self-mutilation and identification with the dead (v1, i.e. 1 Kings 18:28).
“For You Are a Holy People” – The concept of holiness is, at its root, a concept of distinctions, separations, “this” and not “that.”  To bear the name of Yahweh’s sons and daughters is to look different than how the other cultures look.  It is as though God says, “See those pagans.  Don’t imitate them.”

You Shall Not Eat Any Abominable Thing (vv3-21a) – The dietary restrictions follow the categories of creation – land, water, and air.  Therefore, the distinctions encompass all of creation.  Much debate has surrounded why God chose this animal or type and not that.  Certainly we learn from the fulfillment in the New Testament that the symbolism was connected to a “this, not that” holiness code.  Symbolic of the difference between the chosen people of God and the Gentiles in the Old administration, some have considered vv6-8 and similar passages to symbolize those who ruminate on the Word of God (Psalm 1:2, 119:103) and are set apart from the cursed land (where the serpent has been thrown down) by wearing “shoes.”  Some have argued that these distinctions were made for hygienic reasons, but this doesn’t seem to take into consideration that God didn’t make the distinction until Moses and also set it aside in the New administration (not to mention that it was ok to give it to the alien – v21).
The Bringing in of the Gentiles  – The time of the first century church was the time of the great reformation (Heb 9:8-9), a time when there would now be one new humanity in Christ (Eph 2:11-17).  This is why Peter was told to set aside the symbols; what they symbolized had been set aside in Jesus Christ; the gospel was to go to the whole world (Acts 10:9-16).  Jesus Himself had taught that these were just symbols of holiness and that actually no one was defiled by what they ate (Mark 7:15-19).  And so, new distinctions were to be made between those who were in the covenant and those who were out.  Baptism is where one is declared clean by God (Titus 3:5, 1 Cor 6:11) and the Lord’s Supper is the meal for those God calls His children.

Taking God’s Name and the Antithesis  – The earth is the Lord’s and Jesus has declared all foods clean, therefore the way we eat should reflect this grand freedom and Lordship (Col 2:16-17).  We were once without hope and without God in the world (Eph 2:12), but now we have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  There still is an antithesis in the world between the seed of the woman and the seed of the serpent, an antithesis between the gospel and the hopelessness of countless idols.  In battling remaining sin in our sanctification, we must be careful not to imitate the despair and hopelessness of the unbelieving world around us.  True faith works itself out in the details of life.  Unbelief in the heart also works itself out in one’s life.  There are the works of the flesh and there is the fruit of the Spirit.  Do you cast sidelong glances at what the unbelievers are doing, wearing, eating?  Are you interested to join them in manifesting darkness, death, despair, and rebellion – because it’s cool?  Do you love God or do you love an idol?
 A Culture that Bears the Name of God – One of the problems with the modern church is that we have abandoned any distinctive culture to manifest the glory and distinctives of the name of God.  But we are to be people who live on earth with a particular and peculiar culture.  We need to recover a culture of life, celebration, faith, hope, thankfulness, generosity, forgiveness and grace.  We need to cultivate a community that bears the name of God.  But of course, this requires that the name of God and His Spirit resides in our hearts, so that we cry out to Him, “Abba, Father.”
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Notes for Little Saints
This, Not That; You, Not Them – Deuteronomy 14:1-21

The Third Commandment can be found in Deuteronomy 5:11 – can you write it out?



This means more than simply “don’t swear” although it does mean that.

“Taking God’s Name” – could mean “wearing” His name.

If you are wearing God’s name – what do you think you should be doing?





How would it be “in vain” to wear God’s name and at the same time look like you followed other gods?







The distinctions made in Deuteronomy 14 have to do with not living like the pagans in how they relate to death (vv1-2).  We are to be people of hope because we are  ________________ of the LORD your God (v1).

The distinctions of clean and unclean animals (vv3-21) are representative pictures of how the people of God were separate from the Gentiles.  This was a picture until Christ came and made the Jews and Gentiles one people – Christians.  All Christians have the Holy Spirit and we look different than the world because we bear the fruit of the Spirit – 

Can you write out the fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22 (there are seven listed in that verse)?

