The Principle of Mother’s Milk – Deuteronomy 14:21b

Introduction – In this short verse we have a law of kindness from God and a profound principle with regard to the natural order of things.  It may appear that we have no application for this law, but further consideration will show that, in fact, the principle is something we encounter every day.  In addition, if we assume this is the first verse that will deal with the Fourth Commandment, we are going to be thinking about developing  what has been coined, “the Sabbath mind.” (with much thanks to Douglas Wilson for his work on this passage and topic).

What Does it Matter to the Goat? – The law isn’t for the young goat; he is going to be eaten and eating him is quite permissible.  We can learn a bit about dealing with this verse by reading Paul as he deals with a similar kind of Old Testament law (1 Cor 9:7-12).  Paul argues that ministers have a right to material support because Deuteronomy 25:4 says, “You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.”  In other words, feeding an ox is not the only (and apparently not the primary) application of this law.  In our passage we are told, “You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.”  The principle becomes self-evident:  that which is intended by God to be the means of life must not be perverted into an instrument of death.

Milk from the Breast or Milk in the Cauldron – The Sabbath is a day of rest which Christians never seem to cease fighting over.  Ambrose Bierce mocks Christians with his Fourth Commandment definition:  “Remember the seventh day to make thy neighbor keep it wholly.”  This was the sin of pharisaical scruples and Jesus told them, “The Sabbath was made for man, and not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27).  We have a sinful tendency in discussing Sabbath issues to rush to all the wrong questions:  “can I do this and must I cease from that?  How shall I obey God and wreck everyone’s Sunday afternoon?”  The Lord’s Day is a resurrection of the Sabbath; it is to be a gift to be received and enjoyed with thanksgiving and not a kettle in which to boil your brothers and sisters.
Sabbath Feasting – Instituted as a feast day and not a fast day (Lev 23:2-3), the New Testament still describes the day of convocation as a day of feasting (Jude 12).  It is to be received as a day of fat things, rest and renewal, of unity and communion together, centered on the Lord’s Day covenant renewal service (and so this service must be milk to drink and not milk in which to be boiled).  We are to avoid corrupting it with selfishness and immorality (1 Cor 11:20-21), but we must avoid destroying it by throwing out all the food, joy, rest, and refreshment (Isaiah 58 :13f).  Our God has given us a holy-day, a holiday.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Applying the Principle – Because our God has given us milk and honey in many forms, we can quickly apply this principle to many other blessings from God.  Our sinful heart twists and perverts these gifts far too easily.
Education – “Either we feed and nourish the children of God, or we cook and eat them.  If we love God, if we love our children, if we love our own souls, we must consider our ways and live.  A good teacher is one who loves God, loves her students, loves her subject matter, and who communicates all three loves effectively to those students.  An essential part of good teaching is loving the material in the presence of others, whom you also love.  If anything less than this is happening in the classroom (or the home), the students are being cooked rather than being fed” – Wilson.
Marital Joy – That which God has given to be an expression of the closest union is not to be made an occasion for selfishness and perversion.  Marriage is a place to give and not to grab.  The marriage bed is a holy place (Heb 13:4) but vandals of sexual glory are all around us.
Women in Combat – In our generation we have seen most evangelical Christians give up on this debate or only argue pragmatics (i.e. “they can’t throw the grenades far enough…”).  Instead, we must learn that God demands respect for the natural order of things.  Women are designed by God to nurture and sustain life.  They are not designed to destroy or act like kinky warriorettes.

The Covenant Home and the Sabbath Mind (Gal 5:13-15) – Paul uses a very similar contrast here which has deep applications in the covenant community.  Because the Sabbath was weekly it was celebrated in local convocations and in covenant homes and so a natural first application is love towards those neighbors called “family.”  Because of the vows of marriage, the Christian home is a place of vulnerability, loyalty, trust, and deference to others.  Because it is occupied by Christians submitting to Jesus, it is the only place in the world where forgiveness, grace, joy and Sabbath-rest can be naturally cultivated.  Too often, this place becomes a prison due to a twisting of the gift rather than a refuge of life.  That which is intended by God to be the means of life must not be perverted into an instrument of death.
Here is Life – Of course, the answer for this is the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This is the only place where our natural sinful and selfish tendencies can be eternally dealt with and the only place where we grow into Christ, “the Lord of the Sabbath.”  Cultivating the Sabbath mind is not something to be done in the flesh, but in the Spirit.  It is not done through works, but by faith in the great Sabbath-giver.
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Notes for Little Saints
The Principle of Mother’s Milk – Deuteronomy 14:21b

Just one verse this morning – actually, just the last half of one verse:

“You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk”

What is the milk of a mother supposed to do for her child?


What would milk do in a boiling cauldron?



I believe God is interested in much more than the baby goat.  He is teaching us – that which is intended by God to be the means of life must not be perverted into an instrument of death.



Here are some examples for you – 

Are you a brother or a sister to someone?

What does God intend for a brother or a sister to be to his/her sibling?  A blessing or a curse?

Do you sometimes act like an enemy rather than a friend to your brother or sister?

Do you see the connection to this verse?  Try to explain it in your own words…

