The Glory of Being Narrow – Deuteronomy 13:1-18

Introduction – Christians are narrow by definition, for we declare “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved” – Acts 4:12.  We are narrow because God is narrow and because He instructs us to be so.  What we are to learn is that this is not an attitude of hatred or bigotry; it is an attitude of love and protection.

The Chapter at a Glance - This chapter describes good and biblical loyalties within the covenant which should never rise to idols of the heart.  If a prophet or miracle worker arises within the church suggesting a new, progressive theology or another god, he is to be rejected out of hand (vv1-2).  This is a test which comes from the LORD and you are to respond with your ultimate loyalty to Him (vv3-4).  The prophet is in essence enticing you back to Egypt and her bondage and you are to therefore put the evildoer out of your midst through execution (v5).  The same threat can come within the bonds of family or dear friends (v6).  And there are many, many twists and turns to these enticements – many gods (v7).  The response is to be the same:  ultimate loyalty to the LORD and His ways, and the execution of the one who is enticing you and others to leave the LORD (vv8-11).  The same enticement may come from an entire city within the covenant community (vv12-13).  After careful inquiry, if the city is found guilty, the entire city is to be put to the sword.  It has become like the Canaanite cities and is to be treated as such (vv14-16).  In doing this, the LORD is showing you mercy because you listened to Him (vv17-18).

Church, Family, State – These are three legitimate governments to which we are commanded to keep particular loyalties.  But they are not to be worshiped or rise above God Himself as Lord of lords.  Paul warned of men in the midst of the church who would entice them with slick but false doctrine (Acts 20:30).  The greatest battles for the purity of the church have come from within and we are not at a lack today of so-called miracle workers with their bag of false teachings.  The family is a powerful place of loyalty, but Jesus instructed us that there was to be not a whiff of competition when it came to His Lordship (Luke 14:26-27).  These are places of great enticement when it comes, for instance, to where we render our children.  And the idol of the state is evident throughout our current events today.  Christians are sometimes taught to stay out of politics.  We should stay out of sin, but not out of politics, which means we must stay out of sinful compromises.
Natural Enticement, Loyalty, and Idolatry – The natural affections for those we are connected to are used as a bribe to follow false gods.  A false teacher in the church, a false brother in the family, a false city or town, have strong pulls upon people in covenant together.  God is testing your ultimate loyalty and it is in keeping your loyalties prioritized that you are protected from evil.

The Strong Language of Execution – The language is almost as strong as Jesus’, the true hellfire and eternal damnation preacher (Matt 7:13-23, 8:12, 25:31-33,41,46, Mark 9:42-48, Luke 17:1-2).  It seems harsh to us that to a family member, for instance, we are not to consent or listen to him, we are not to pity nor spare nor conceal him (Deut 13:8).  Rather, the treacherous one is to be killed (v9).  But consider the harshness of the treachery.  What is the false teacher trying to do?  He sought to entice you away from the saving grace of Yahweh (v10).  In other words, he is trying to send you and your loved ones to hell.  We are spiritually stupid to consider such enticements simply differences of opinion, or multicultural tolerance.  Public rebuke and godly deterrence is effective (Deut 13:11, Prov 19:25).  Because we do not believe in the antithesis, we have such a hard time singing and believing many of the Psalms (Psalm 5 is a great example – contrast vv1-3 with vv4-6).

Protecting the Gospel – This is not just an issue of the Old Testament.  Paul damned those with a false gospel (Gal 1:6-9) and used the same language of Deuteronomy in putting the evildoer out of the church (1 Cor 5:13).  He tells us to get rid of the divisive man (Titus 3:10).  This was out of a jealous love for the church (2 Cor 11:2-3).  We learn from the New Testament times when the civil order is not bowing to King Jesus that judgment begins in the household of God, and so that is where we must begin.  We must understand the covenant and that the judging must begin within that covenant of God’s people.

Conclusions – There are several to consider with wisdom and let us start by prefacing that we are not talking about intramural debates among the saints.
Celebrate the Glory of Being Narrow – Our creeds are not opinions and so on the essentials of the gospel we do not need to have open forums and study groups, we are not to entertain heresies like broad-minded mush balls.  We are not to wrestle with divergent views of Jesus; we are to kill them.
In the Spirit of Grace – We need wisdom to love our enemies with our lives and words while protecting our people from enticements that lead to damnation.  God did not deliver His people from Egypt so they could choose any ol’ idol they preferred.
Heart Check – Here’s an important set of questions.  How are your loyalties ranked and why?  Why do you submit to the church, your parents, or seek the peace of your city?  How would you have responded to the words of Moses?  How are you responding to the words of Jesus – “whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple”?
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Notes for Little Saints
The Glory of Being Narrow – Deuteronomy 13:1-18

Do you remember the first of the ten commandments? – 


Can you write out the second commandment? – 



The first tells us WHO we should worship – the second tells us HOW we should worship – 

Our worship is to be jealous – not only of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ, but over our people.  We are to protect them from false teaching – for it leads people away from believing in Jesus.

There are many who might come and entice us to follow other gods – 
Who might do so in Deut 13:1-2?

Who might do so in Deut 13:6?

Who might do so in Deut 13:12-13?


Because following false gods leads to such destruction, God is very concerned that His people be protected.  Listen to what Jesus warns about those who lead children away from the faith (children like you) – Write out Luke 17:2





And it is a good thing to be narrow that Jesus is the only way – because this is the truth that saves people from their sins – Write out Acts 4:12

