Overcoming Temptation
James 1:2-4, 12-15
Life includes seasons and occasions of temptation, times when we are particularly provoked or inclined to stumble and fall into sin. As much as we might resist or resent these circumstances, James tells us these are occasions for joy, and the means of our perfection. If temptation is inevitable, how do we endure and overcome it?  
By Knowing Our Story
It’s not a question of whether trials are coming, but of when and what kind (v2). James was writing to people who were oppressed and slandered (2:6-7), and he himself had suffered persecution in Jerusalem (Acts 8:1). There are lies in the world and the church that say if we’re obedient and have faith, life will be smooth and easy, people will like us, and we’ll sail smoothly into heaven (2 Tim. 3:12). James says “for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfastness” (v3). How do we know this? Because Jesus himself was tempted in every way we are, but without sin (Heb. 4:15). Jesus was even perfected by his sufferings (Heb. 5:7-9). This is how we know the testing of our faith produces steadfastness, not resignation or despair. If God is for us, who or what can stand against us? Nothing, not even our failing to withstand temptation at certain times. We find our identity and security in Jesus, and then we become steadfast and mature (v4). 
By Anticipating Temptations
The goal of defeating temptation is not the absence of temptation; it’s the crown of life (v12; cf. Rev. 2:10). Withstanding the test shapes us into royalty, ready to wear the crown God has graciously prepared for us. Looking to that day, we anticipating temptation and thereby prepare for it. Jesus prepared his whole life for his ministry (Lk. 2:52), and immediately after his baptism he entered into the wilderness to be tempted (Matt. 4:1ff). Jesus was hungry, so Satan offered him food (Matt. 4:4). He was powerful, so Satan tempted him to demonstrate it (4:6). He was worthy of worship, so Satan offered him the kingdoms of this world (4:9). Satan was crafty and knew the Bible, but not like Jesus did. Do you know it better than Satan does? If you were the devil, how would you tempt you? 


By Shaping our Desires

We pray that God would “not lead us into temptation.” We don’t pray that he would not participate in the sin that causes us to stumble. God is not the thing tempting us, nor can he be duped into doing evil himself (v13). But our own desires lure and entice us (v14). We think we’ll be satisfied by whatever we’re chasing, but it’s a lure with a hidden hook. The bait changes, but the hook never does, and the result for those who take it is always same: sin that gives birth to death. And so we must shape our desires rightly. Augustine said “Our hearts are made for you, O God, and they will never rest until they rest in you.” Bait is momentarily delicious, and then it stabs. At God’s right hand are pleasures forevermore (Ps. 16:11; cf. Ps. 34:8). Who is at God’s right hand? The one who overcame all temptation for us, that we might imitate him in gratitude.
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