A Willing People in Thy Day of Power – Psalm 110
Introduction – Ascension Day is the day of Coronation.  The day a crown was placed upon the Head and Ruler of the Church, the day in which the New Adam sat upon the throne of God to rule heaven and earth with His Father by the power of His Word and Spirit.  Psalm 110 is arguably the most quoted and alluded to passage in the New Testament….
Outline of the Psalm – The Lord is addressed by Jehovah (v1) to sit at His right hand.  A coronation is taking place, for at this place, the Lord is going to rule (v2).  The apostles preached that this passage was referring to the ascension of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:34ff).  In these verses alone, it is clear how long Jesus will remain at His throne of ascension.  Jehovah shall not be sent, but rather the rod of the Christ’s strength out of Zion, the gathering place of His people.  He will rule in the midst of His enemies until all of His enemies are placed under His feet.
The description of the conversion of the world is described in vv3-4.  The work shall bring forth willing subjects, glad hearted to follow their King.  This will take place, not in their power, but in the day of His power.  In the beauties of holiness (the sanctuary of God), from the womb of the morning (the One who brought forth the morning), from there we see a picture of a multitude, His people covering the ground like morning dew.  This happens through the work of the new Priest, the Melchizedekian Priest, who offers only one sacrifice and is never succeeded with any other mediator or any other sacrifice.  God’s Word and oath has promised this.
Yahweh is now addressed (vv5-7).  The Lord (Christ) is at His right hand and the power of God’s Word is going to be felt across the nations.  We have a picture of a King going forth among all His captured lands putting down all oppression, executing kings, breaking in pieces the rulers and powers that stand against Him.  In the final verse we have a picture of the Son, in the pleasure of His Father, refreshed along the way, enjoying His victories and anticipating His further victories, confident that all He has been given by His Father is and will be His own.
What We See/What We Know – Some would argue that we are nearing the so-called “Last Days.”  But I would counter that the scriptures teach us that we may very well be in the early infancy of the church and the history of the world.  The source of the confusion comes from many traditions and many misinterpretations of scripture.  Remembering the ascension of Jesus Christ helps us remember what the scriptures teach of His reign as King of kings and Lord of lords.  It helps us to see what the purpose of His death and resurrection was, and what would follow from the time of His enthronement at the right hand of God.  Certainly, we live in days where the future of our civilization is threatened on many counts.  Certainly, we live in a day where the church, at least in our hemisphere, is in great decline, both numerically and certainly in ethical influence.  But these are not marks of the end of our age.  Since the ascension of Jesus Christ and the end of the old age (including the fall of Jerusalem, the Temple, and the old administration of the covenant through sacrifices), the trajectory is described in optimistic terms and this is because Jesus Christ sits on the throne.  A snap shot or short look at the world (of say a couple hundred years) tells us nothing about the ultimate direction the world is going anymore than falling deep into a valley while heading east up the Cascades means you are approaching the sea.  When we experience a decline, we must turn back to the map to make sure we are understand where we are going.
A Willing People – Central to the doctrines of grace is the truth that God gives faith and that God makes us a willing people (Eph 2:8-9, Phil 2:13).
The Willing Messengers – This transformation takes place through God’s appointed means – the rod of His strength out of Zion.  Coming forth from His church, God raises up willing ministers who are willing to declare the whole counsel of God – the terrors of God’s wrath over sin as well as the ocean of grace available in Jesus.  They preach the Word and refuse to tickle itching ears (2 Tim 4:1-5).

God’s Timing – We cannot control the work of the Holy Spirit any more than the wind (John 3:8).  The work is Christ’s; He is the One who gathers the people and He chooses to do so in the day of His power, not ours.  Peter opened his mouth, preaching from Psalm 110, and God was pleased to add 3,000 to the number that day (Acts 2:41).  And throughout the history of the church, this is how it has been; God has moved when God was pleased to do so.

The Promised Multitude – To this day we have not seen this Psalm even nearly fulfilled.  All of Christ’s enemies have not yet been subjected to Him, all have not bowed the knee.  The Psalm teaches us that Jesus still reigns in the midst of His enemies, and there is the promise of the dew – innumerable, fully drenched, coming from seemingly nowhere, as far as the eye can see.  How?  Through the efficacious atonement of the one-sacrifice, the perfect Priest and the perfect Offering.

You Have the Dew of Your Youth – “I am afraid Christ’s people do not believe this sentence – that Christ has the dew of His youth.  They have a notion that the times of great revivals are gone by.” – Spurgeon said as he began a fight against what has become the majority evangelical view, a pessimistic view of Christ’s victory upon this earth.

But We See Jesus (Heb 2:8) – After quoting this Psalm (Heb 1:13) as well as many other passages speaking of Christ’s exhaustive reign, the writer acknowledges, “but now, we do not yet see all things put under him.  But we see Jesus…”  They didn’t literally see Jesus at the writing of Hebrews – they saw Jesus in the proclamation of the gospel, in the exposition of passages like Psalm 110.  When God’s Spirit is poured out, are we prepared as Peter was at Pentecost, to let the people know definitively what is happening, who God is, faithfully declaring the King of kings and Lord of lords?  We fundamentally become prepared by believing this Psalm.
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Little Saints Notes

A Willing People in Thy Day of Power – Psalm 110
Today is Ascension Sunday.  What happened on Ascension Day – forty days after Jesus rose from the dead?  (to find the answer, read Acts 1:1-4).

The New Testament teaches us many times that Psalm 110 describes what began to happen after Jesus left earth and ascended to heaven.

What did God the Father, say to Jesus in Psalm 110:1?

Is Jesus just waiting in heaven for us to come to Him?  What is He doing (v2)?

How is He doing this?  Write out Matt 28:18-20 and consider what Jesus meant in the last phrase there.

Jesus rules “by the rod of His strength” – do you know what that is?  What is His strength?  I’m going to give you a symbol of His rod later this morning…..
